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Moreover, there were cases in which action was
prompted by oral communications which did not
go on record in any form. As to this, Cleveland
observed, "It will not be denied, I suppose, that
the President may suspend a public officer in the
entire absence of any papers or documents to
aid his official judgment and discretion; and I am
quite prepared to avow that the cases are not few
in which suspensions from office have depended
more upon oral representations made to me by
citizens of known good repute and by members of
the House of Representatives and Senators of the
United States than upon any letters and docu-
ments presented for my examination." Nor were
such representations confined to members of his
own party for, said he, "I recall a few suspensions
which bear the approval of individual members
identified politically with the majority in the
Senate." The message then reviewed the legisla-
tive history of the Tenure of Office Act and ques-
tioned its constitutionality. The position which
the President had taken and would maintain
was exactly defined by this vigorous statement in
his message:

The requests and demands which by the score have for
nearly three months been presented to the different